
HENFIELD
Land north-east of

Like many authorities, Horsham District is under pressure 
to increase provision for new housing, not only to serve its 
own needs but also to respond to the needs of the West 
Sussex and Greater Brighton coastal authorities, which are 
constrained by the sea to the south and the South Downs 
National Park to the north.

A solution is required to deliver new homes to meet 
these needs in the most sustainable way possible. Most 
importantly, these homes must be delivered outside 
nationally protected areas but in the right locations for 
residents to maintain strong social connections and minimise 
travel distances. This also presents the opportunity to review 
the role of key settlements in the District, such as Henfield, 
that relate well to where the demand is and have a range of 
facilities and services that could be supported and sustained 
in the long term by additional homes and residents. 

This brochure explains why Henfield is ideally placed to form 
an important part of a spatial planning strategy solution for 
this part of West Sussex and Brighton, and highlights the 
need for a shift in strategic spatial planning to address the 
issues from Coastal Sussex as well as from Gatwick and  
the north.

This leaflet sets out why Taylor Wimpey 
believes its land interest to the north-
east of Henfield provides a strategic 
opportunity to address the needs of 
Horsham District and the wider area. The 
proposal would integrate with existing 
Henfield, and provide opportunity for 
additional facilities to benefit the existing 
and future residents alike.

Henfield in context

THE SITE
The Land at north-east of Henfield:

◊	 provides opportunity for the delivery of up to 500 homes 
with scope to increase to 800 homes by including the 
land extending south to Furner’s Lane

◊	 is sustainable and unconstrained, located outside the 
National Park

◊	 lies on the A281, which provides a direct link to Horsham/
Gatwick and the south coast, with opportunity to enhance 
the existing bus services

◊	 is close to the existing large employment areas of 
Horsham, Burgess Hill and Brighton

◊	 can support and enhance the existing facilities of Henfield 
through additional patronage

◊	 can integrate with the village and provide enhanced 
walking and cycling network

◊	 is available, suitable and deliverable

THE PROPOSAL
A high quality and sustainable extension to Henfield that 
could integrate with and enhance the village’s identity, with 
potential to provide:

◊	 sports & play including teenage facilities to meet the 
rising demand within the village

◊	 a new community facility that could provide enhanced 
and extended pre-school (with potential for wrap-around 
school care) and scout hut in the village

◊	 integrated greenspace and enhanced footpaths, cycle 
links, allotments, biodiversity links and play space, 
connecting the village with the countryside

◊	 a well designed and useful landscape buffer/community 
woodland between the proposal & sewage treatment 
works

◊	 up to 500 units, including 175 affordable homes,  and 
self/custom-build units with scope to increase to 800 
homes, including a total of 280 affordable homes

◊	 a long stay car park facility within walking distance of the 
village, to support the village’s identity as a destination, 
with improved parking facilities

◊	 access directly from London Road, with pedestrian and 
emergency links through to Furners Lane and Wantley 
Hill Estate providing quick and safe access to the village 
centre

◊	 contributions to expand St Peter’s C of E Primary school, 
or provide a new school on site



THE ISSUE
Through the Local Plan Review, the Council will be 
required to accommodate an increasing need for new 
homes in the district. In addition, the Council will be 
required to demonstrate co-operation with neighbouring 
authorities who are unable to meet their own housing 
needs in full, and help accommodate this unmet need 
where possible.

Historically, Horsham has had to pay little attention to 
the significant housing needs arising from Coastal West 
Sussex and the Greater Brighton Area which are highly 
constrained between the coastline and National Park. 
Horsham will need to play a role in helping to provide a 
solution to meeting these needs, and locate development 
where residents can live as close as possible to their 
workplaces and maintain their community connections 
and support networks.

Therefore, whilst Horsham has previously focused growth 
in the North of the District, at Billingshurst, Horsham, and 
Southwater, this site presents the opportunity for a logical 
and integrated extension to a sustainable village in the 
south of the District to meet these needs.

THE SOLUTION
The southern part of Horsham district is well connected 
to the south coast and National Park, and widely 
unconstrained from landscape designations of national 
importance. The Local Plan Review provides the 
opportunity to identify key locations for growth in the south 
of the District which can help meet the housing needs of 
the coastal authorities, as well as help relieve some of the 
growth pressures faced by the northern part of the District.

To achieve this, it is important that homes are delivered 
in the right places. Existing sustainable settlements with 
good transport links to the south coast and Horsham 
provide great opportunity to accommodate growth, in turn 
supporting and enhancing the existing services within the 
settlement for the future.

Henfield is ideally located on the A281 between 
Horsham and Brighton, with a good existing bus service 
connecting to these larger employment sites. The village 
is relatively unconstrained, and is separated from the 
landscape sensitivities of the National Park and the Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The opportunity to the 
north-east of Henfield is particularly well located to deliver 
strategic growth given its existing connections into the 
village, which provide quick and convenient links to the 
available facilities and services.

The Neighbourhood Plan Group has identified key 
community facilities which require repair/maintenance 
or replacement. Small-scale expansion of the 
village provides limited opportunity to facilitate these 
improvements. Conversely, a comprehensively planned 
strategic development at Henfield would allow for 
additional funding to be provided to secure their longevity 
and better serve the residents and social groups.

Housing need from neighbouring authorities



AN INTEGRATED, HEALTHY AND SUPPORTED COMMUNITY IN HENFIELD

 ◊ An integrated and inclusive place, for up to 500 market 
and affordable homes with scope to expand to 800

 ◊ A new community facility which could provide a 
modernised hall to better serve local groups (e.g. Scouts 
and/or a Nursery)

 ◊ Allotments to encourage growth of local produce

 ◊ Additional sports and play facilities, including teenage 
facilities, to encourage sports and outdoor recreation

 ◊ Landscape buffer between homes and the sewage 
treatment works, including the planting of community 
woodland, providing opportunity for biodiversity 
enhancements and net gain

 ◊ A long stay car park, to support the village’s hub role in 
the wider area

 ◊ Well-connected with access on the A281, London Road

 ◊ Enhanced walkable/bikeable network, connecting the 
village to the countryside and providing scope for the 
introduction of a trim trail

 ◊ Adaptable and efficient homes, to meet the needs of 
residents in the future

FURTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR

a primary school (location shown 
indicatively and to be agreed with WSCC)

additional market and affordable homes

emergency and pedestrian links to 
Furners Lane
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HENFIELD
Land north-east of

AN INTEGRATED AND THRIVING 
COMMUNITY
Strategic growth to the north-east of Henfield has significant 
potential to support and enhance the existing facilities and 
services, sustaining them in the long term to the benefit of 
existing and future residents alike. This will achieve a more 
resilient community, with the following benefits:

◊	 delivery of up to 500 homes within walking distance of  
the village centre with scope for up to 800 homes

◊	 CIL and S106 funding to support the growth, or 
enhancement, of existing medical facilities and 
community facilities to provide flexible business start-up 
space

◊	 contributions towards wayfinding within the village, 
through Parish CIL receipts

◊	 supporting the existing retail, leisure and cultural facilities 
through increased patronage.

◊	 increased frequency of bus services to better connect 
Henfield to Horsham and Burgess Hill.

A RESILIENT LOCAL ECONOMY

A FUTURE-PROOFED DEVELOPMENT
Land north-east of Henfield would encourage sustainable 
living through:

◊	 improved footpath and cycle connections, encouraging 
residents to access the countryside and village on foot.

◊	 enhancing the facilities that are accessible on foot for 
existing and future residents, avoiding the need to travel

◊	 encouraging the use of electric vehicle to minimise 
air pollution, by providing accessible and convenient 
charging points

◊	 delivering homes that are adaptable to meet the needs 
of residents in the long term, maintaining the community 
into the future.

◊	 meeting energy efficiency standards, and delivering a 
considered layout, to minimise cost of living, maximise 
solar gain, and mitigate against the impacts of climate 
change.

SUPPORTED OVER THE 
CONSTRUCTION PERIOD
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