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Community and Infrastructure Objectives:
Review our current Health, Education & Training, Social & Leisure & Spiritual amenities in our Villages
and produce recommendations for change / improvements based on the findings and desire of the
Community
Review Utilities, Road network & IT/Communications structure and future plans and determine if they
will fit the future needs and growth of the community.
Manage identified areas where improvements might be made, such as road widening, cycle paths and
facilities for more youth activities.
Liaise between the adjacent community facilities to discuss possibilities of pooling resources.
Identify where people see that improvements need to be made

Community and Infrastructure SWOT analysis
Strengths
 Good quality primary education facilities.
 Good access to centres of major population
 Good access to foot paths, cycle tracks and bridle ways for rural pursuits.
 Active Church congregations.
 Well mixed generational community.
 Fibre Optic Broadband is available and highly beneficial for businesses.
 Commitment to ‘Beeding in Bloom’ as a Community Venture.
Weaknesses
 Outlying areas do not use many of the facilities.
 No identifiable village centre in Upper Beeding
 No health care facility in Small Dole
 Sewage network not adequate
 Narrow roads and on road parking issues: Trouble spots identified as Newland Rd/Undermill Rd, Hyde
Lane/High Street
 Primary School is near capacity
 Facilities of Steyning Grammar School are inadequate. Not confirmed
 Lack of activities for Teenagers (as per questionnaire)
 Lack of affordable housing stock resulting in young people moving away.
 Lack of easily identifiable sites suitable for further housing.
Opportunities
 Willingness to develop a stronger community ethos.
 Development of the redundant cement work site
 Care services for the elderly at home could be co-ordinated and run in and from the Dawn Close Clinic.
This building is currently under utilised.
 To develop a network of marked and safe tracks for cycling within the community.
 Potential to use Community Infrastructure Levy to fund community projects
Threats
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Inadequate road network for future development
Flood risk and sewage risk in Upper Beeding
Removal of subsidies to rural bus services
Lack of provision for increasingly elderly population
Primary School reaching capacity.

Health
There is only one Doctor’s practice in Upper Beeding. It is an outpost of the Steyning Health Centre (SHC)
practice and is located in an adapted bungalow in Dawn Close. Provision is limited and on many occasions
residents have to travel to the SHC. Whilst the bus goes quite close to the SHC, access is not easy for older
residents. The Good Neighbours scheme provides a generally satisfactory and convenient way to travel to the
SHC, and also to hospital appointments in Shoreham, Brighton or Worthing.
The Beeding Pharmacy provides a helpful service for residents as prescriptions can be forwarded directly to the
Pharmacy from the local practice.
There is no dental practice in Beeding, with the nearest facilities again being in Steyning.
The Family and Children Centre at The Hub in Church Lane offers limited advice on health matters, but is only
able to point families to the appropriate facilities.
Residents of Small Dole have no medical facilities in the village and are listed as being in the Henfield area.
A First Responder unit, staffed by volunteers, operates in the area and an emergency defibrillator has recently
been installed in an old Telephone Box near the Garage.
Improvements suggested.
The provision of a fully operational doctor’s practice in the village.

Education & Training
The area has satisfactory nursery and pre-school provision with providers competing for clients.
There are just enough primary school places for Beeding and Small Dole children at present at the community
maintained Primary School. However, with further housing development and increased numbers of children
expected, the school would quickly reach capacity. In addition, as Upper Beeding Primary School has established
a good reputation an increasing number of Steyning families have placed their children in Beeding. Some
restriction on such arrangements might be necessary if the number of children in Beeding were to increase
substantially. Otherwise some building programme might be necessary. The current pupil admission number is
45.The Primary School has just been given an Outstanding in all categories by Ofsted.
The number of secondary school aged children in the Parish is never likely to rise to the level where the provision
of a new secondary school in Beeding might be necessary. However the facilities of Steyning Grammar School
are increasingly inadequate for the secondary school needs of the children in this NP area.
Discussion with the Head of SGS has taken place. He has confirmed that UB students will be offered places in
SGS for the foreseeable future.
The Towers Convent offers private education for children and young people of all ages and a number of local
families have their children enrolled there.
Formal Adult Education is not provided in the Parish, and is currently provided for in Steyning or Shoreham.
The Hub is providing Parenting classes through their Community Children and Family Worker, which are proving
popular. A wide variety of informal education groups such as U3A meet in the district, but it is not clear if any
meet in Beeding.
Improvements suggested.
There have been significant improvements to the Primary School building in recent years, but further
investment in the Old School building will be needed if the population were to increase as currently
anticipated.
The current Steyning Grammar School building requires some re-development to meet the future needs of
this NP area’s secondary age children.
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Infrastructure
Road Network
Upper Beeding has grown from a small farming community with some through traffic, to a residential area
generating its own traffic. The development of the road network has never kept pace with this growth, and is
limited by the river/floodplains, which restrict the number of roads in and out of the village.
This is the largest single source of discontent revealed by the local questionnaire.
Many of the roads, even in the more recently developed areas, are only wide enough for two vehicles to pass, and
consequently local on-road parking generates considerable friction. A significant number of properties have been
built with garages which are too small for many modern cars and a number of residents opt to park at the roadside
rather than on their drives. Other older properties have no off-road parking facility at all in their immediate
locality. Vehicles are frequently parked partly on pavements creating real difficulties for pedestrians, especially
those with prams, and also for the disabled on foot. This has led to a number of notorious blackspots for traffic.
(eg north of the roundabout in the High Street and around the Primary School at certain times of the day, Saltings
Way) The width of the roads also constitutes a hazard for cyclists as they try to pass parked vehicles.
The Parish Council is pursuing the possibility of introducing a 20 mph speed throughout the whole village. This
will meet some of the safety concerns, but will not address the issue of on-road parking.
Improvements suggested.
 Road re-construction at the roundabout at the east end of the High Street. Until proper
consideration is given to this, any development to the north of this junction involving Hyde Lane,
Hyde Street and Pound Lane will be severely hampered as access for construction traffic, and the
regular traffic any development will generate, will create unacceptable hazards.
 Consideration should be given to providing better opportunities for cyclists and pedestrians,
including marked and protected routes, in particular connecting Beeding with Steyning and
Henfield. Perhaps using the footpath and iron bridge which connect Church Lane in Beeding with
Kings Barn Lane in Bramber and introducing a cycle lane on the A2037.Provide Small Dole access
to the Downslink and improve cycle and walking access between the 2 villages
 An education and awareness campaign to encourage more owners of vehicles to park on their own
property in some way rather than on the highway.

Public Utilities
The disposal of sewage and waste water is a major cause for concern in this low-lying community. The frequent
appearance in the village of very large pumping lorries, and water rising in gardens as manholes overflow, seem
to indicate an inadequate drainage and pumping system. It would appear that very little was done to improve
waste disposal as the Village expanded away from the river towards the east.
Recommendation
That the Parish Council seek further independent expert opinion on the adequacy of the sewage and waste
water systems before any further expansion of the village to the north and east.
A current development proposal at the north end of Pound Lane includes doubling the size of the waste
water pipes running westwards across the village.

Public Transport
In common with many other rural communities, the bus services are under threat as subsidies are reduced. The
hourly bus service to Shoreham and Brighton provides an essential link to major shopping areas and the railway
network. The services to Worthing, Henfield, Burgess Hill and Horsham are also essential links. It is imperative
that these services are maintained for both social and environmental reasons.
Recommendation
That one of the Bus Services (Compass Bus?) should divert through the northern part of the village. This
could only be achieved by some road widening programme in the area. Or if road widening is not an option
consider the use of a mini bus service,
C&I Document January 2017 Issue 5

Page 4

Social and Leisure
There is already an extensive network of social and leisure groups functioning in the community. (See list below)
The existing facilities for sports and similar activities are however limited. Indoor activities are restricted to the
Sports Centre and the Village Hall, both of which restrict the variety of activities possible. The Memorial Playing
Field enables the Cricket and Football clubs to function but their space is limited and the current social areas
connected with the field (changing rooms etc) are woefully inadequate. The Parish Council is currently exploring
the possibility of providing better accommodation by way of a sports pavilion. The Multi Use Games Area is not
well used for the wide variety of activities for which it was intended. Nor is there a sufficient allocation of open
space for general play in the community.
Recommendation
That the Parish Council identifies an area of land in the community for general play and recreation.
That a properly equipped Sports Pavilion be erected on the playing field as soon as practicable.

Youth
A children and youth questionnaire was completed by children and young people in the parish. 53% said there
were not enough activities in their villages for young people and this was also a major concern on the adult
questionnaire. 57% of respondents expressed an interest in youth facilities and those which would include music,
drama, new sports, gym, keep fit and youth café type facilities.
The Parish Youth Worker identified that young people need to access information and get support for jobs,
education opportunities, substance abuse, health and relationship issues, and youth services. A previous initiative
‘The Purple Bus’ saw the need but didn’t have the staff. The community needs a dedicated youth space: the
current space above the Sports Hall is not fit for purpose. Could this fit into a bigger plan of a community owned
multipurpose building? Also, we need toilet facilities for the Memorial Playing Fields to ensure the facilities we
do have there, can be used by everyone. Youth provision needs to be universal, therefore youth services should be
opened up to everyone, rather than just having targeted youth support like the Purple Bus. Community owned
universal provision is better for the whole community.
Recommendation
Public Toilets for the Memorial Playing Fields.
Creation of a community-owned, dedicated youth space, fit for purpose using Community Infrastructure
Levy funds.

List of activities and facilities in the Community.
Facilities










3 active Public Houses with restaurant facilities. (Rising Sun, Fox, and King’s Head)
The Memorial Playing Field.
Village Halls in both Beeding and Small Dole.
3 active Public Houses with restaurant facilities. (Rising Sun, Fox, and King’s Head)
The Sports Centre plus Youth Room
Upper Beeding Football and Cricket Clubs.
St Peter’s Parish Church.
Gladys Bevan Hall ( St. Peter’s Church).
The Towers Convent.
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Upper Beeding Baptist Church in The HUB.
Skate board facility in Small Dole.
Golden Barn Raceway
River Adur
Dog Walking on fields, riverbank and footpaths (However dog fouling issues do arise).
HUB Café – Daytime and evening opening for community groups.
Brownies, Cubs and Scout
Mum’s & Toddlers and Playgroup: St Peter’s, UBBC/HUB
Nursery Schools in the Village Hall and UBBC The HUB.
Upper Beeding Primary School.
The Towers Convent School – including Nursery, Primary and Secondary provision.
Clinic in Beeding (Dawn Close) associated with the Steyning Health Centre.
Information and advice available from the Family and Children Centre at The HUB.
Community Children and Family’s Worker and Community Senior’s Worker: UBBC
Allotments

Activities












Clubs and other Groups meeting in the Village Halls or Beeding Sports’ Centre:
Beeding in Bloom, The History Society, Short Mat Bowls, Badminton….. etc
Hub Café – Daytime and Youth evening opening.
Brownies, Cubs and Scouts.
Youth Café: UBBC The HUB run by Parish Youth Worker
Mum’s and Toddlers Groups: St Peter’s, The Hub.
Playgroup: St Peter’s
Lunch Club for Seniors at The Hub
Dog walking fraternity.
River Fishing
Horse Riding
Allotment keeping
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Key to Community Facilities Map.
A

Upper Beeding.

1.

Rising Sun.

2.

King’s Head. Public House.

3.

Beeding and Bramber Village Hall and Nursery Group.

4.

St Peter’s Church and Gladys Bevan Hall.

5.

Upper Beeding Baptist Church, The Hub Café and Nursery Group.

6.

Memorial Playing Field.

7.

Bramley Play Area.

8.

Sports Hall.

9.

Upper Beeding Allotments.

10.

Upper Beeding Surgery.

11.

Upper Beeding Post Office.

12.

Upper Beeding Primary School.

13.

The Towers School and Convent.

14.

The Parish Office.

15.

Saltings Field.

B

Small Dole.

1.

The Fox.

2.

Small Dole Village Hall.

3.

Small Dole Playground.

4.

Small Dole Post Office.

5.

Hillside Scout Camp Site.

6.

Tottington Wood.

7.

Mackley’s Sports Field.

Public House

Public House.
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