
Rusper Neighbourhood Plan
Heritage Report

Policy Statement
The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the following buildings and structures as Local 
Heritage Assets by way of their local architectural or historic interest:

i. Numbers 1 to 5 Church Cottages, High Street

ii. Numbers 1 to 8 Cottages to the South of East Street

iii. Numbers 1 to 4 Star Cottages, Horsham Road

Proposals affecting the significance of these locally important buildings and 
structures will be assessed having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the 
significance of the locally important building or structure.

The policy designates certain buildings or structures as Local Heritage Assets in order to give them 
additional protection as heritage assets, in recognition of the important contribution that they make 
to the special character of the Parish. This is in addition to, but separate from, those properties 
which are Grade I or Grade II Listed and which are scheduled thus by English Heritage. This 
includes the Grade 1 listed St Mary Magdalene Church (List Entry Number: 1026946), all Grade 2 
listed properties, the Medieval moated site at Ifield Court (List Entry Number: 1012464 ) and The 
"Castle" moated Site at Hawkesbourne Farm (List Entry Number: 1008050 ). This Neighbourhood 
Plan recognises the protection to these properties that is already in place, but also recognises that 
the design of nearby properties needs to reflect or enhance their importance to the wider location. 
The policy refines Policy 34 of the HDPF by identifying local heritage assets to which that policy 
will apply.

Proposals affecting the significance of these locally important buildings and structures will be 
assessed having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the locally important 
building or structure.

Listed Buildings and Ancient Monuments
The importance of listed buildings and ancient monuments in such a rural area is recognised 
because of the way that they can enhance the rural aspect and maintain a connection with our past. 
They also provide an important part of the “country village” atmosphere within the conservation 
area and for Rusper village as a whole. This is also true for the Lambs Green hamlet, where listed 
buildings enhance the rural setting of this small community.

There are 47 Grade 2 listed buildings around the parish, often set in rural locations with other 
interesting farm buildings as part of their surroundings. They are an important part of the overall 
character of the plan area and require special consideration given the rural character of the area as a 
whole.

The Grade 1 listed  St Mary Magdalene Church, in the centre of the village, is an important part of 
the conservation area and needs special consideration when considering any changes to 
neighbouring properties. It is important that building lines and the height of buildings around the 
church are maintained so as not to impact on the church views from the road, the churchyard and 
surrounding countryside. The church forms an important part of the community, not only for its 
secular role, but also as an important architectural and historical building and is valued by all parts 
of the community.
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The Medieval moated site at Ifield Court and the "Castle" moated Site at Hawkesbourne Farm are 
both important earthworks that are at risk as they are on the edge of built-up areas, with the “Castle”
site especially under threat with the North Horsham development. It is important that the overall 
context of both these sites are maintained with any development in the area being kept a reasonable 
distance away and being sensitive to the nature of each site.

Local Heritage Assets
No.s 1 to 4, Star Cottages in Horsham Road, No.s 1  to 5, Church cottages in the High Street and 
No.s 1 to 8 of the terraced cottages to the south of East Street are important parts of the architectural
character of the Rusper Conservation Area. 
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Star Cottages

Star Cottages in Horsham Road date from the 1700's and compliment the older Star Inn next door. 
They are an important part of the Rusper village conservation area forming the initial street views of
the area on the approach from Horsham. 

Any alteration to the front of these buildings needs to be in keeping with the current architecture 
and character of the buildings as a group.

Church Cottages

Church Cottages in the High Street of Rusper village were rebuilt around the start of the 1900's. 
They replaced a number of dwellings that had occupied the site for several hundred years. The style 
of these buildings, with their distinctive low archway through them in the middle, maintain some of 
their original commercial shop front features. Although they were extensively altered when they 
formed part of the Wayside Care Home, they reverted to individual cottages when the care home 
closed in 2012. Throughout their life, the cottages have maintained a broadly consistent facade and 
their current external aspect fits well with the nature of the rural High Street.

Their location next to the Grade 1 listed church also makes these cottages important in terms of 
their external appearance and building lines. It is critical to the nature of the street views that there 
should be no extension to the front of these buildings, or along the building line on the church side. 
This last point would include the newly built cottages in Chalice Walk behind them, as they 
currently maintain the building line along the church side.
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Church Cottages in the High Street, an important part
of the Conservation Area

These cottages, next to the church date from the early
1900's

Star Cottages in Horsham Road are an important
feature at the start of the conservation area

These cottages are an enhancement to the Grade 2
listed Star Inn next door



East Street Cottages

The cottages to the south of East Street, built during
the 19th century, form an important aspect of the
eastern approach to Rusper village. These cottages
with their small front porches help to capture the rural
village atmosphere. Despite the loss of front gardens
to off-street parking over the years, they still maintain
their rural character.

It is important to maintain the frontage of these
cottages, so as not to spoil the character of this part of
the village.
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The cottages in East Street, another import aspect of
village architecture
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