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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The policies contained in the Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan (the 

‘Neighbourhood Plan’ or ‘Plan’) have been developed as a result of extensive interaction and 

consultation with the community and businesses within the area. This engagement process 

has been an integral part of the work since the inception of the Neighbourhood Plan process 

in 2014 and has included articles in the neighbourhood council newsletters and local press 

(West Sussex County Times and District Post), surveys, public exhibitions and presentations to 

community groups. 

1.2. This Consultation Statement (the ‘Statement’) has been prepared in accordance with 

regulation 15(2) of Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012, which requires that a 

consultation statement should: 

 contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 

proposed neighbourhood development plan; 

 explain how they were consulted; 

 summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

 describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Establishing the Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum and Area 

1.3. The Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan covers the area known as the unparished 

part of “Horsham Town”, which coincides with the geographic areas covered by the three 

Neighbourhood Councils of Denne, Forest and Trafalgar. It is located within Horsham District 

Council (HDC) authority area and a map of this is shown in Figure 1.1. As this is an area without 

a parish council, it has been necessary for a Neighbourhood Forum to be established as the 

formal lead for the neighbourhood planning process, as set out in the legislation. 

1.4. During 2013, Denne, Forest and Trafalgar Neighbourhood Councils collectively were 

instrumental in the early stages of getting a neighbourhood plan Forum and Area designation 

process started, with each agreeing to support the creation of a neighbourhood forum. The 

Councils recognised the value that having a Neighbourhood Plan could bring to improving the 

social, economic and environmental well-being of the area. Early discussions were held with 

Horsham Town Community Partnership and Horsham Society, who consulted with their 

membership and resolved to support the Forum. 

1.5. Discussions were also held with the neighbouring parishes of Warnham, Broadbridge Heath, 

Southwater, Nuthurst, Colgate and North Horsham, to understand what their involvement in 

neighbourhood planning was and to ensure that there was no potential overlap in 

neighbourhood area coverage. At the time, Warnham, Southwater and Nuthurst had all had 

their parish areas designated as their neighbourhood development plan areas, none of which 

included any of the unparished part of Horsham Town. Broadbridge Heath had been subject 

to a major strategic development and the parish council was not planning to produce a 
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neighbourhood plan. Colgate Parish Council were undecided about whether to proceed with a 

plan.  

1.6. North Horsham Parish Council, which constitutes the remaining part of Horsham Town, were 

approached to understand if there was an appetite to undertake a  joint plan for the combined 

area of North Horsham Parish and the unparished area of Horsham Town. This was discussed 

in full at the meeting of the Planning, Environment & Transport Committee of 19th December 

2013, and the parish confirmed they did not wish to produce a neighbourhood development 

plan for any part of the unparished area. This confirmed therefore that no part of the proposed 

Neighbourhood Area overlapped with any other Neighbourhood Area. 

1.7. Following an Inaugural General Meeting in March 2014, an application1 was therefore 

submitted on 2 June 2014 by the proposed Neighbourhood Forum to HDC to both establish 

the Neighbourhood Forum and designate the Neighbourhood Area. The application set out the 

Constitution2 for the Neighbourhood Forum, agreed at the Inaugural General Meeting on 

March 29th 2014, along with other factors such as Membership, Funding, Governance 

Arrangements and Community and Business involvement.  

1.8. The application was subject to a six week consultation, which ended in November 2014. One 

objection was received from the business community as a result of which, HDC suggested that 

the designation should be granted, but as a Business Neighbourhood Area and Forum as it 

considered the area in question to be wholly or predominantly business in nature. The Steering 

Committee were concerned about this as they felt that whilst the proposed Neighbourhood 

Area included Horsham Town Centre, it also included a significant number of residential 

properties and other assets such as green spaces and leisure and community facilities. They 

felt therefore that it did not meet the criteria for a Business Area and Forum. This led to a series 

of discussions between the Steering Committee and HDC, and a meeting was convened in 

January 2015 for the two parties to discuss potential options. By March 2015, no resolution 

had been agreed and the Steering Committee, concerned about the ongoing delay to the work 

on the NDP, reluctantly agreed to become a Business Area and Forum.   

1.9. HDC therefore formally designated both the Neighbourhood Forum3 and the Neighbourhood 

Area4 on 5 June 2015. Hence the Neighbourhood Forum is officially known as the Horsham 

Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum. It had an inaugural membership of 160, with 46 

having signed the Constitution, drawn from local residents, businesses and representatives 

from the Neighbourhood Councils. 

1.10. The Neighbourhood Forum elects a Steering Committee (also referred to as the Steering 

Group) of between 6 and 15 people on an annual basis. This group has met on a monthly basis 

throughout the process and all meetings have been minuted5. To assist with the development 

of the Plan, seven Working Groups were established covering different topics. These included 

                                                 
1 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Signed-Report-Designation-of-Forum.pdf  
2 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Blueprint-Constitution-approved-at-IGM-
2014comp.pdf  
3 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Neighbourhood-Forum-Decision-
Notice2.pdf  
4 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/15.06.05-Neighbourhood-Plan-Area-
Decision-Notice2.pdf  
5 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/minutes-steering-group/  

http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Signed-Report-Designation-of-Forum.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Blueprint-Constitution-approved-at-IGM-2014comp.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Blueprint-Constitution-approved-at-IGM-2014comp.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Neighbourhood-Forum-Decision-Notice2.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Neighbourhood-Forum-Decision-Notice2.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/15.06.05-Neighbourhood-Plan-Area-Decision-Notice2.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/15.06.05-Neighbourhood-Plan-Area-Decision-Notice2.pdf
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/minutes-steering-group/
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further volunteers who have a variety of skills and a commitment to the community with the 

chairman of each working group reporting directly to the Steering Committee. 

1.11. The Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan has been submitted to HDC. The designation of 

the Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum is due to expire on the 5 June 2020 and a new 

application for redesignation was submitted to HDC on 4 June 2020 in accordance with the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, which will be subject to consultation. 

Assuming this is successful, the Neighbourhood Plan will then continue to progress. 
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Figure 1.1: The Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan designated area 
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2 SUMMARY OF ENGAGEMENT AND CONSULTATION 

ACTIVITIES, ISSUES AND OUTCOMES 

2.1. An important part of the Neighbourhood Plan process has been to ensure that all residents, 

businesses and others with an interest in the neighbourhood area have had an opportunity to 

input into the work. The Steering Committee has spent a great deal of time and energy 

speaking to as many individuals, local groups and businesses as possible throughout the 

process. There has been ongoing engagement to share and disseminate information and to 

seek input on the emerging plan with organised consultation activities at strategic points in 

the process. Throughout the whole period the Steering Committee has met frequently and 

these meetings have been fully minuted and recorded on the website.  

2.2. This significant programme of engagement and consultation activity is summarised in Figure 

2.1 and a comprehensive timeline of activity is contained in Appendix A.  

Date Milestone Key activities 

2013 to 

2014 

Neighbourhood Councils decide, 

with local civic societies, to 

establish Horsham Blueprint 

Neighbourhood Forum in order to 

create a neighbourhood plan. 

 Preparation for undertaking the Plan. 

 Community engagement activity to understand 
the aspirations for the area. 

2015 to 

2016 

Community engagement to gather 

evidence on each topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Business Neighbourhood Area formally 
designated 

 Neighbourhood Plan Forum officially formed as 
a Business Forum 

 Working groups established based on feedback 
from community to date 

 Website set up  

 Ongoing community engagement including 
Imagine Horsham event, Community Fun Days 

 Interim Report published to illustrate key 
findings  

 Meeting businesses individually and engaging 
with Horsham Unlimited6. Leaflet drop to every 
business address in the area. 

Summer 

2016 

Summary Interim Findings  Interim Findings Summary Report delivered to 
every residential and business property in the 
Blueprint Area together with an invitation to 
complete an online survey and also hard copy 
survey. Over 300 responses were received. 

2016 to 

2019 

Developing draft policy options   Draft policy options published online and 
feedback sought from the community and local 
businesses. 

 Decision taken to exclude site allocations. 

2019 Development of the Plan  Work commences to draft the Plan 

                                                 
6 The town centre business partnership supports the economic sustainability of Horsham town centre. 

http://www.horshamunlimited.co.uk/
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 Meetings with HDC and prospective members of 
a Business Improvement District – the 
formation of the BID is on hold due to Covid-19 
restrictions.  

Early 

2020 

Regulation 14 Consultation  Plan finalised following feedback from the 
community 

 Feedback sought from HDC to amend plan in 
readiness for formal consultation at Regulation 
14 

 Statutory period of consultation undertaken 

 Responses and amending the Plan 

2020  Regulation 16 Consultation and 

Examination  

 Submission of Plan to HDC 

 Regulation 16 Consultation 

 Examination 

2021 Referendums and Making the Plan  Referendums held with residents and local 
businesses – anticipated for May 2021, in light 
of Covid-19 guidelines. 

Figure 2.1: Illustration of milestones in the Neighbourhood Plan process  

2.3. The sections below describe, in fuller detail, the engagement and consultation process which 

took place during the course of the Plan preparation.  This is divided into four stages: 

Stage I: Project initiation and community engagement 

Stage II: Developing and finalising policy options 

Stage III: Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) Plan and Consultation 

Stage IV: Finalising the Submission Version Plan for Regulation 16 

Stage I: Seeking input from the community and local businesses, October 2013 

to August 2016 

2.4. Stage I is comprehensively documented in the Horsham Blueprint Interim Report, included at 

Appendix B. The body of this Consultation Statement does not seek to repeat that, rather a 

summary is provided. 

2.5. In October 2013, the three Neighbourhood Councils – Denne, Forest and Trafalgar – with 

support from the Horsham Society and Horsham Town Community Partnership, took the 

decision to embark on developing a Neighbourhood Plan for the unparished area of Horsham 

Town.  

2.6. Two community launch events were held in January 2014 in the town centre, followed by a 

public meeting, which were designed to share with the community the purpose of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and garner support for the creation of the Neighbourhood Forum. These 

were advertised across the area by posters and leaflets and in the press. 
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Launch exhibition and meeting, January 2014 

2.7. Sufficient support was achieved and the Inaugural General Meeting was held on 29 March 

2014, at which the Constitution for the proposed Forum was approved and a Steering 

Committee elected. The application for designating the Forum and Area was submitted to HDC 

on 2nd June 2014 and during this time, the Steering Committee developed a Communications 

and Engagement Plan which mapped out the different groups and individuals across the 

Blueprint Area and how best to engage them. It identified two main phases: a period of 

awareness-raising followed by active engagement and information gathering. A 

Neighbourhood Plan script was developed, which would be updated periodically, as well as 

business cards and other promotional materials. 

2.8. An initial survey was issued by email and on paper to gather views on what people liked and 

disliked about the area, as well as what they would like to change. The feedback from this 

enabled the Forum to put together Working Groups, which would explore eight distinct topics: 

 Ageing population 

 Transport, cycling and accessibility 

 Environment and green spaces 

 Development and conservation 

 Economy and business 

 Health and well-being 

 Infrastructure and services 

 Young people and families 

2.9. Each Working Group had an elected Chair, who also sat on the Steering Committee so that 

progress could be reported, and a Terms of Reference. Most of the groups met regularly and 

were very successful. The Transport, cycling and accessibility group took some time to get off 

the ground and attempts were made to involve the Horsham District Cycling Forum to 

invigorate activity. 

2.10. A comprehensive programme of activities was undertaken – by the Steering Committee and 

the individual Working Groups - and some of these are described below: 
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2.11. Engaging the community – The Neighbourhood Area is home to approximately 25,000 to 

30,000 people and therefore much work has been undertaken to ensure that everyone has 

had an opportunity to learn about the Neighbourhood Plan process and input into it: 

 Piggy-backing on existing community events – The Engagement Strategy had listed all the 

local events that might prove useful to have a presence at. Examples include Sparks in the 

Park and the Cootes Farm Summer Fayre, which provided a useful way to reach a broad 

range of people both to raise awareness of the project and also to gather input. The Think 

Family event, held on Bennetts Field in May 2015 included a stall and treasure hunt, which 

was appealing to families and children. 

 Place Checks around the neighbourhood area – 

These organised ‘walkabouts’ enabled the groups to 

record views from the community about the 

potential development of specific locations in a 

resource-light and efficient way. A pilot was 

undertaken with businesses in Queen Street, which 

was followed by other Place Checks, including in 

Comptons Lane.  Issues explored included character, 

architecture and street scene.  

 Postcard campaign – An early concentrated effort to engage the whole community was 

made when 10,000 postcards were distributed around the town asking people to note 

down what they value about Horsham and 

recommendations for change. The campaign was 

accompanied by banners around the town, and 

advertised on drinks coasters in the local cafes. The 

project was very successful and the group received 

a vast amount of feedback to assist the Working 

Groups in the development of their draft vision and 

policies. 

 

Walkabout in progress 

Example postcard 
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 Community drop in sessions – These were organised in parallel to the Postcard campaign 

to display feedback to date and encourage more input. 

 Redesigning Queen Street – The Forum worked with Hack 

Horsham, Tanbridge House School and Blockbuilders, to 

redesign Queen Street. A group of enthusiastic primary school 

children were invited to share their thoughts on the future of 

the area using Minecraft to illustrate their thinking. They had 

some great ideas which they presented to Horsham’s then MP, 

Francis Maude. 

 Stickyworld – The Forum created a Stickyworld page to 

encourage people to share their views on specific parts of the 

Neighbourhood Area. Slideshows were set up to pose questions 

and members of the community were invited to make 

comments on these as well as taking their own photos and sharing them, with commentary 

alongside. Whilst the project had limited success, largely down to some technical 

difficulties, it nevertheless attracted many helpful comments that were fed into the 

Neighbourhood Plan process.  

 

 

 Imagine Horsham event – In April 2016, a three-day event was held in Swan Walk Shopping 

Centre. This event presented the results of the consultation so far and invited further 

comments, using online touch-screens.  Those attending were able to ask the Forum 

questions about the neighbourhood plan and share their ideas, thoughts and suggestions, 

based on their own personal experiences of living, working or studying in Horsham town. 

This was a chance for everyone to participate in guiding the direction and content of the 

neighbourhood plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minecraft project  

Stickyworld screenshot  

Imagine Horsham Event  
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2.12. Engaging businesses - Local business engagement has been an important part of the 

Neighbourhood Plan engagement process, particularly given 

the fact that the town centre falls wholly within the Blueprint 

Neighbourhood area.  Business owners were invited to take part 

in all of the activities aimed at the community as a whole, 

including the postcard campaign and Imagine Horsham event. 

In particular, the Forum has engaged on the concept of 

Horsham as a Digital Hub and the creation of a ‘Marketplace of 

Ideas’ to promote local innovation, development and leadership 

in the technical sector. The following targeted activities were 

undertaken to support this: 

 Creation of a business database. 

 Newsletters tailored to the business community.  

 Presentations to Horsham Unlimited, the Town Centre Business Partnership. 

 Regular meetings with schools and local businesses to discuss and progress the idea of 

Horsham as a Digital Hub. This included ongoing discussions with Hack Horsham, who 

supported the Horsham Minecraft project and attendance at the Exel Networking Group. 

Additionally, the Forum attended an event hosted by the Royal Town Planning Institute 

(RTPI) about Planning for Tech businesses, which led to a follow up visit by the organisers 

to understand Horsham’s progress in this area.  

 Meetings with the local representative for the Federation of Small Businesses to gain an 

understanding of the needs of their members in relation to planning. 

 Discussions, business breakfasts, workshops and drop in events attended by individual 

businesses, including WKK Architects, John Lewis, Beales, representatives from the Gatwick 

Diamond. 

 Engagement with the retailers, who supported the work by providing pop-up shop space 

and displaying marketing materials. 

 Regular meetings with HDC and their consultants about the emerging HDC Vision for 

Horsham Town Centre. 

 Engagement with the emerging Business Improvement District. 

2.13. Overall, the Forum put a lot of time and effort into engaging local businesses. It was felt, 

however, that despite this, the overall level of response from the business community to the 

neighbourhood plan project was a little disappointing. This was discussed at length at various 

Steering Committee meetings and with HDC and it was considered that numerous factors 

might be at play including:  

 Many of those working in the retail stores are not the owners or managers of those stores 

and may not feel equipped to provide a business perspective. 

 The HDC Horsham Town Vision was being established in parallel to the Neighbourhood 

Plan work and businesses may have provided feedback to this in preference to the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

Newsletters to businesses 
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 The ongoing HDC Local Plan process, which again might have caused either consultation 

apathy or confusion among plans. 

 The difficulties faced during this period by high street retailers, which might take attention 

away from wider community projects. 

 The emerging Business Improvement District, which provided a natural focal point for 

local businesses. 

 There was a decline in support for Horsham Unlimited leading to its demise in 2018. 

This ultimately led to further discussions with HDC about whether the Forum should have 

been designated as a Business Forum, but no changes were made to the designation or 

constitution. 

2.14. Engaging special interest groups 

 Young people – Children were engaged via the 

Queen’s Street Minecraft design project. Additionally, 

schools, nurseries, brownie packs and scout groups 

were contacted to take part in the Imagine Horsham 

Event and drawing competition to design new spaces 

and ideas.  

 Older residents – Meetings were held with AgeUK and 

Ascot Care to understand how best to engage the older 

population of Horsham. The Older Persons Working 

Group hosted a meeting with AgeUk and took a stand at their Older Person’s Day. 

 Environmental groups - Attendance at Transition Horsham meetings to talk about the 

Neighbourhood Plan and gain feedback. Also meetings with local community groups, 

including the Cootes Road Conservation Volunteers and Horsham in Bloom. 

 Local Friends Groups – Regular discussions have been 

held with local organisations such as the Friends of 

Chesworth Farm, the Friends of Horsham Park and the 

Friends of Warnham Local Nature Reserve. 

 Local religious groups – The Forum met with Churches 

Together, which represents 32 member churches from 

Horsham and the surrounding district.  

 Horsham Society – The Horsham Society have supported 

the Neighbourhood Plan from its inception and have provided a great deal of knowledge and 

expertise that has contributed to the evidence base. This includes having undertaken the 

initial audit of green spaces and preparing the Design Statement for the Area. 

 Local cycling groups – The Forum engaged with the Ride the Route cycle ride, which provided 

an opportunity for those with an interest in cycling routes to input into the plan. Members 

of the Horsham District Cycling Forum were invited to engage with the Transport, Cycling and 

Accessibility group. 

Competitions and activities 

Display at Horsham Rugby Club 
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2.15. Engaging local government and elected members 

 The Forum has maintained regular contact with HDC throughout the process. Many of the 

meetings in the beginning were to discuss the designation of the Forum and Area itself, but 

HDC also set up training sessions on Neighbourhood Planning, an online Q&A forum 

(Yammer) and regular updates.  Meetings have been held with officers and councillors 

across a range of portfolios to support individual strands of the emerging Plan, including 

conservation, local economy, heritage and planning.   

The Neighbourhood Plan has been developed in the context of parallel work happening at 

the district level. In particular, the Forum engaged with the development of the Horsham 

Development Planning Framework (adopted in 2015) and the development of the Town 

Vision for Horsham, both of which have had an impact on the Neighbourhood Plan policies. 

In late 2019, HDC contracted the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) to support 

their work on neighbourhood planning.  Discussions have therefore been held with officers 

from the SDNPA since this time. 

 Regular contact was kept with neighbouring parishes, many of whom were working on their 

own neighbourhood plans. This was an opportunity to share findings and update one 

another on progress, challenges and techniques. 

 The group engaged with the local MP, who took part in the Imagine Horsham event during 

the process. 

 Meetings were held aimed specifically at local councillors. 

 Annual General Meetings were held as required for the Business Neighbourhood Forum 

itself and these were generally well-attended. 

2.16. Media and communications 

 Logo - An initial ‘Hands up for Horsham’ logo was developed to accompany all Forum 

documents and information. This evolved as the process went on, as shown below. 

 
 

 

The Horsham Blueprint logo 
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 Dedicated email and website – The Forum’s website - www.horshamblueprint.org – was 

initially launched in December 2015 and updated during 

the process 

 Social media – The Horsham Blueprint Facebook and 

Twitter accounts were set up in May 2014 and updated 

throughout the process  

 Newsletters – The Neighbourhood Forum has issued 

regular newsletters issued via the three Neighbourhood 

Councils. These have provided updates on the process.  

 Marketing materials – extensive marketing materials 

were developed to promote activities and events. These included branded drinks mats 

distributed through local cafes, balloons, posters and banners. 

 Local press and PR – articles were included in the local newspapers, including a semi-regular 

piece in the West Sussex County Times.  

 Noticeboards across the Neighbourhood Council areas were updated with Horsham 

Bluprint materials. 

2.17. This stage of the work culminated in the publication of the Horsham Blueprint Interim Report, 

which was widely publicised and circulated, as a collation of the feedback and evidence to date. 

Stage II: Developing and finalising policy options (August 2016 to 2019) 

2.18. The Horsham Blueprint Interim Report contained a series of potential aspirations, projects and 

ideas that had emerged from the community consultation. It was delivered to every household 

and business in the Blueprint Area, along with a survey to gauge support for the findings and 

inform the next steps. 

Survey findings 

Over 300 people completed the survey referred to in the report either online or by hard copy. 

In total, over 50 individual questionnaires were completed and 300+ plus responses received. 

Headlines from the survey included: 

 67% say that having a say in decisions affecting Horsham is important to them. 

 75% say that the neighbourhood plan should allocate sites for affordable housing. 

 84% say all new residential properties should have at least one allocated parking space 

 98% support the preservation of existing open spaces and parks 

 54% indicated that the cost of car parking influenced how often they went into Horsham 

 45% believed that more should be done to promote Horsham as a tourist destination 28% 

disagreed and 27% have no opinion on the matter 

The full survey response can be found at: http://www.horshamblueprint.org/2254-2/  

Newsletters  

http://www.horshamblueprint.org/2254-2/
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2.19. This led to a period of work by the Working Groups and the Steering Committee to consider 

how those aspirations might be reflected within the Neighbourhood Plan.  Desk research was 

undertaken as well as meetings and continued discussions with the local community, 

businesses and other stakeholders.  

2.20. A long list of emerging policies was produced by the Working Groups, but progress at this stage 

of the Neighbourhood Plan was slow, largely because of the reliance on volunteers but also 

because of delays associated with the neighbourhood planning grant application process. 

During this time, the group also commissioned AECOM to undertake some specialist reports – 

a Site Assessment (2016) and Heritage Assessment (2017). With regards the site assessment 

report, the Forum ultimately decided not to include site allocations within the Neighbourhood 

Plan, instead including Aspirational Sites. Further information about this can be found in 

Section 3 of this Consultation Statement. 

2.21. Planning consultancy support was brought in to help shape the plan and articulate the policies. 

The initial task was to prepare a draft vision and objectives, based on the findings from the 

community and business engagement, and this was discussed and honed by the group, 

including at the Annual General Meeting.  

2.22. Following this, the long-list of aspirations were clustered within suitable topic headings, any 

duplications removed and potential gaps identified. The group then considered which 

aspirations were suitable to take forward through planning policy and which were more suited 

to non-policy community actions. 

2.23. Throughout this period, engagement with core groups around the neighbourhood area 

continued, to keep people informed of progress and as a sounding board for emerging policies. 

This included engaging the emerging Business Improvement District. 

2.24. An initial draft Neighbourhood Plan was constructed in October 2019, which was subject to 

debate and further revisions by the Steering Committee and Working Groups. In particular, a 

great deal of effort was made to consider sites that might be designated as Local Green Spaces 

and a Local Green Space Review was put together to carefully consider which spaces met the 

criteria.  Mapping was also constructed at this stage, to underpin the policies. 

2.25. The Pre-Submission draft Business Neighbourhood Plan was discussed and agreed at a special 

meeting of the Forum, in order that it could progress to the Regulation 14 consultation. 
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Stage III: Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) Plan and Consultation (2020) 

2.26. The Pre-submission (Regulation 14) consultation ran for a six-week period from 10 February 

2020 to 24 March 2020.   

2.27. The consultation was advertised on the 

website, via social media and in the 

Neighbourhood Council’s newsletters, and the 

local press. The Forum was kindly given 

permission to make use of an empty prime 

location shop in Swan Walk for the duration of 

the consultation. A display of materials 

including the story so far, vision and objectives, 

map of the area, the proposed policies and hard 

copies of the document was prepared and a roster of volunteers was developed to ensure that 

people were on hand to discuss the plan with any visitors. Hard copies of the Plan were also 

available to view at Horsham Library and the HDC offices. 

2.28. A summary flier was produced and distributed 

around the neighbourhood area and a short 

questionnaire was developed to seek relative 

support for each of the policies and invite 

specific comments – this was available as both 

a paper survey and online. 

2.29. In accordance with requirements of the 

Neighbourhood Planning regulations, relevant 

statutory consultees were notified and a range 

of individuals and organisations considered to 

have a particular interest in the Plan were also 

written to. This included all of the owners of 

the Local Green Spaces, with the exception of 

four, who the group were unable to identify at 

this point. It should be noted that three of the 

four owners were identified after the 

Regulation 14 consultation and were 

immediately contacted by email and 

telephone to advise them of the fact that their 

land was proposed for designation as a Local 

Green Space, to invite any comments and to 

make them aware of the forthcoming 

Regulation 16 consultation, which would 

provide further opportunity to input. The owner of the fourth space remains unknown, and 

there are no records of ownership levels on the land registry. The period of lockdown has made 

it difficult to speak to residents neighbouring the land and therefore attempts will be made 

once the Covid-19 regulations are further relaxed. 

Article promoting the consultation  

Promotional flier 
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2.30. A list of consultees contacted is contained in Appendix C and a copy of the correspondence 

sent to them is contained in Appendix D. 

2.31. The consultation attracted a great number of comments, which was felt to reflect the breadth 

of interest and engagement in the Neighbourhood Plan. There were 147 questionnaires 

completed during the six week period which, when added to the emails, letters and other 

responses, meant that over 500 individual comments were received in total. These were 

analysed and carefully considered by the Steering Committee.  A record of the comments is 

contained in Appendix E.  Data collated from the questionnaires revealed the following level 

of support for each of the policies, reflecting the general overall support for the document: 

 

  
Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither 
agree or 
disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

No 
response 

HB1 33% 26% 10% 5% 18% 9% 

HB2 30% 31% 12% 7% 11% 9% 

HB3 38% 29% 9% 8% 5% 10% 

HB4 36% 27% 12% 7% 5% 12% 

HB5 39% 29% 10% 4% 5% 13% 

HB6 46% 29% 7% 3% 5% 10% 

HB7 37% 34% 10% 4% 3% 11% 

HB8 36% 34% 11% 5% 3% 11% 

HB9 31% 33% 16% 3% 5% 11% 

HB10 55% 15% 7% 7% 7% 7% 

HB11 60% 13% 2% 8% 12% 5% 

HB12 48% 26% 10% 5% 2% 9% 

HB13 43% 29% 14% 5% 3% 5% 

HB14 40% 33% 14% 4% 2% 7% 

HB15 53% 27% 10% 1% 2% 7% 

 

Stage IV: Finalising the Submission Version Plan for Regulation 16 

2.32. The following paragraphs provide a summary, by topic area, of the comments received during 

the Regulation 14 consultation and how the draft Plan was amended to reflect them. 

2.33. General comments: The Blueprint Forum was praised for its efforts in getting the Plan to this 

stage and the amount of work that had gone into the process. A number of comments, 

particularly from the general public, raised concerns about the level of development that might 

take place in the area and the need to ensure that adequate infrastructure should be 

developed as part of this, for instance schools and health services. It was felt that many of 

these concerns reflected local angst about the content of the emerging Local Plan for Horsham, 

which has issued its own consultation on potential sites for strategic allocation, some of which 

fall within the neighbourhood area. The Neighbourhood Plan has included the need to consider 

an early review so that the potential implications of the new policies of the Local Plan, once 

made, can be fully integrated. 
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2.34. There were some comments about the general look and feel of the plan, mostly positive, but 

suggestions included making some of the maps larger and checking formatting and page 

numbering. 

2.35. Evidence base:  Much work went into exploring the background evidence to inform the 

policies, and this was largely valued by those responding to the consultation. A concern was 

raised about the inclusion of potential Conservation Areas, which is outside the scope of the 

neighbourhood plan. These have been included as an Aim, however, and it was therefore felt 

to be important to retain them but with clearer wording about their status.  

2.36. Vision and objectives: The vast majority of comments relating to the vision and objectives for 

the Neighbourhood Plan were very supportive. HDC considered that some additional wording 

might be included in the vision, to fully reflect the wording of the objectives (hence enabling a 

better link back), and this was agreed by the Steering Committee. 

2.37. Spatial Strategy and Housing: The Forum had decided not to allocate sites for development, 

instead this will be undertaken by HDC in their emerging Local Plan. This was confirmed 

following a district-wide meeting held by HDC in March 2019. An early review of the 

Neighbourhood Plan is also suggested, once the new Local Plan has been adopted. 

The local community were very keen to restrict development to within the built up area 

boundary (BUAB), in order to restrict coalescence with neighbouring settlements and to 

protect the much-valued countryside and facilities around the edges of Horsham. Historic 

England suggested that the BUAB might be slightly amended to remove the cricket fields, 

which have also been proposed for designation as a Local Green Space and this has been 

reflected in the Submission Version of the Plan.  

HDC raised a concern about the inclusion of a Housing Mix policy, stating that this was already 

included in the HDPF. The Steering Committee discussed this and decided to retain the policy 

as strong views had been received about the type and tenure of housing locally, pointing to a 

need to emphasise smaller (in terms of number of bedrooms) properties. In the light of the 

emerging Local Plan, which has not yet been adopted, it was felt that keeping in this policy 

would ensure that this housing need was not ignored. 

2.38. Character, heritage and design: A handful of comments related to the map of the historic eras 

and character areas, with suggestions to improve it. The map draws together information from 

a range of sources and comments were felt to be helpful and have been reflected in the 

Submission Version. Additional detail was added to the Policy HB3 (Character of 

Development), on the advice of HDC and Historic England, to make the wording clearer, for 

instance describing what comprises ‘a positive contribution’. HDC raised concerns about 

whether Policy HB4 (Design of Development) may be too onerous for developers; the Forum 

agreed to stress within the policy that not all the criteria were necessary for a successful 

application, rather they should be considered and where possible addressed. This was similarly 

addressed in Policy HB5 (Energy Efficiency and Design). Many respondents welcomed the 

Policy HB4 and HB5, suggesting that some developments in recent years had not been well-

designed. 

2.39. Horsham Town Centre and the wider economy: Key messages received on this topic included 

the need to support existing employers and encourage new businesses, and to retain a mix of 
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activities within the town centre. Many respondents were concerned that the public realm 

could be improved, for instance through additional planting and greenery and this has 

therefore been further supported in the Plan. The maps within this section have been 

improved to show additional detail (primary and secondary shop frontages) as well as made 

larger. References to issues more relevant to licencing have been removed and policies made 

more succinct in line with recommendations from HDC. Many of the comments received in the 

section are more appropriate as community actions and hence have been included or 

expanded upon in Section 13 (Non-Policy Actions) of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

2.40. Environment and Green Space: This section of the Plan attracted the majority of the 

comments from local residents because green space is very important to them. As stated in 

paragraph 2.33, this also is likely to be symptomatic of the consultations running in parallel on 

the HDC proposed site allocations, which include much-valued green space within the 

neighbourhood area. Policy HB10 has been amended to reflect not only the important green 

infrastructure network but also the habitats and connections provided by the network of 

streams locally. A greater emphasis has been placed on the need to recognise and protect 

these networks, and to require measurable net gains in biodiversity, in conformity with the 

National Planning Policy Framework, and indeed the emerging Environment Bill. Some 

comments raised additional areas to be included on the green and blue infrastructure map 

and, following discussion among the Forum, these have been added. Support for the 

designation of Chesworth Farm as a Local Nature Reserve has been added, which is an 

important aspiration for the Friends of Chesworth Farm. Equally, retaining and improving 

access to Warnham Local Nature Reserve has been strengthened as a result of comments 

received.  

West Sussex County Council Assets WSCC responded to say they do not support the 

identification of Land to the rear of Athelstan Way as green infrastructure as they felt it is not 

publicly accessible and is a grazed, open field with very little existing offer in terms of ‘Green 

Infrastructure’. The Forum discussed this and disagree as this particular site lies adjacent to 

Chesworth Farm and forms an important wildlife corridor. In addition, WSCC raised concerns 

about the inclusion of school playing fields and this was also discussed by the Forum; it was 

agreed that such green space does form a valuable part of the infrastructure network, 

providing connecting corridors and ‘stepping stones’ and therefore should be identified as 

such. Finally, WSCC raised a concern about inclusion of Land at Owlbeech (woodland) as 

‘ancient woodland’ and suggested this be removed. This area is formally designated as ancient 

woodland and therefore the Forum agreed that it should be noted as such on the map. 

Policy HB11 (Local Green Spaces) was widely supported. Additional spaces were suggested in 

the consultation and these were carefully considered by the group: 

 Rookwood (including golf course) – this was the most widely mentioned site within the 

feedback as it is a much valued green space on the north west side of the 

neighbourhood area, adjacent to Warnham Local Nature Reserve and with the rivers 

running through it. The site is partially used as a golf course and there is also woodland 

and grassland. The site belongs to HDC and is currently included in the draft site 

allocation proposals for the emerging Local Plan. There is therefore much anxiety 

locally about the potential loss of this site. The Forum reluctantly considered that the 
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site would not meet the stringent criteria for designation as a Local Green Space, but 

agreed that this green space forms a vital part of the local network of green 

infrastructure.  It is therefore felt that the strengthened Policy HB10 will assist in 

safeguarding particularly the biodiversity function of this green space over the course 

of the plan. Additionally, Rookwood Golf Course has been added to the local facilities 

map, as it is recognised as one of the most frequently played courses in the south east. 

 Warnham Local Nature Reserve – This site is already afforded protection as it is 

designated as a Local Nature Reserve. The Local Green Space designation is not 

considered to offer any additional benefits. 

 Green space at Blunts Way – The Forum investigated this space and it was considered 

to be a verge rather than a green space and therefore would not meet the Local Green 

Space criteria. 

 Muggeridge Field – This site was reviewed as part of the Local Green Space process 

and was assessed as not meeting the criteria. More detail is provided in the Local 

Green Space Review.   

 YMCA Football pitch, Goring Mead - The football pitch has been recognised as a 

recreational facility and that facility is protected by way of HDC Policy 43. 

All of the owners of the proposed Local Green Spaces were contacted directly at the Regulation 

14 consultation, aside from five, who at the time the Forum were unable to identify. Of those 

contacted, HDC raised a query about two: 

 Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road (ref: D13 in Local Green Spaces Review) – HDC 

suggested that this is an important parcel of land but the quality of the land 

management depends on the future viability of the sports club. In addition, protection 

of this space is already covered by a policy within the HDPF and including it within the 

NP provides another layer of protection which is unnecessary. The Forum considered 

that the site should be retained as a Local Green Space because Policy 43 of the HDPF 

only protects the ‘facility’, but not necessarily in its current position, hence the space 

could be lost. It is important for recreational and historic reasons, having been a gift 

from a local benefactor for the purposes of the community. 

 Bennetts Field (ref: F11) - Although no objection in principle, there are buildings on 

this site which might be converted to other uses. The Forum considered that the LGS 

designation would not hinder the reuse of the buildings, subject to Green Belt criteria 

(para 145 of the NPPF). 

Of the landowners who were not initially contacted, four of the five were identified towards 

the end of the consultation period and contacted by email and telephone thereafter: 

 Denne Road Open Space (ref: D17 in Local Green Spaces Review) – the owner (private 

owner) was identified and a conversation and follow-up email took place on 11 May 

2020 to explain the meaning of the designation and to seek input. No further response 

was received. The green space has been retained in the Submission Version of the Plan 

and it was emphasised to the owner that a further consultation (Regulation 16) would 

take place and that the owner would be encouraged to engage in that process. 
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 Green Space at Centre of April Road (ref: D28) – the owner (Ashleigh Residents 

Association) was emailed and a follow-up phone call made in May 2020. The owner 

was concerned about the inclusion of the space and explained that it is already 

adequately protected by various covenants of the Residents Association. The space 

has been removed from the Submission Version Neighbourhood Plan. 

 Communal space within Hills Place retirement complex (ref: D32) – emails were sent 

to try to identify the owner of the space and a response was received on 21 May to 

say that the matter was being looked into. On 4 June 2020, an email was received from 

the agent representing the owner (as below) and a copy is saved in the response 

folder:  

Dear [redacted], 
 
Thank you for your email along with your clarification. 
 
My Clients do not have any further comments or objections to this proposal. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

[redacted] 

Chartered Development Surveyor 
Asset Management Department 

 
For and on behalf of Estates & Management Ltd 

Berkeley House, 304 Regents Park Road, London N3 2JX 

 

 Ayshe Court Lakes (ref: F8) – the owner was written to, to explain the proposed LGS 

designation and to encourage discussion. No further communication has yet been 

received. 

The owner of fifth space - Stranley Walk Green (ref: F1) – has still not been identified and there 

are no records on the Land Registry site. Work to identify the owners has been hindered by the 

lockdown resulting from Covid-19, however, the Forum continue to investigate. All home 

owners near to the site were contacted at Regulation 14 by newsletter. 

The Local Green Space Review has been updated to take account of the additional feedback and 

the Local Green Space mapping has been improved to provide larger, more readable insets. 

2.41. Transport and movement: Comments here were largely supportive of the need to encourage 

more sustainable forms of transport, particularly for shorter journeys. Some comments about 

the need to enable access for those with mobility scooters or similar were received and 

incorporated into the policy, to reflect the ageing demographic of the area. 

2.42. Community facilities: Comments welcomed policies that supported the ongoing provision of 

community and leisure facilities. The map has been amended to include some facilities noting 

as missing. Additional wording about Rookwood (including the golf course) has been added to 
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reflect the strength of feeling about this particular asset within the neighbourhood area (and 

indeed serving a larger geographical area). 

2.43. Following the changes made to the plan, the Submission Version Business Neighbourhood Plan 

and supporting documents was submitted to HDC in June 2020. Assuming a favourable 

outcome, it will proceed to Examination and then to referendum. 
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3 LAND AVAILABILITY AND SITE ASSESSMENTS 

3.1. Initially, the Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum had intended to explore the inclusion 

of development sites within the Neighbourhood Plan.  Therefore an important part of the 

preparation in the early part of the process was to establish land availability within the 

neighbourhood plan area. A Local Call for Sites was issued in the early part of 2016, inviting 

landowners, developers, residents, businesses, local interest groups and agents with an 

interest in the neighbourhood area to propose sites or areas for development. 

3.2. The Forum received Technical Support from Locality to support the site assessment process. 

The list of sites to be considered by AECOM was compiled through sites suggested by the 

Forum at the initial meeting (including sites put forward in the Call for Sites) and a walkabout 

with Forum members The sites considered included:  

 The 2016 HDC SHELAA sites for the three Neighbourhood Council areas of Denne, Forest 

and Trafalgar.  

 The sites proposed to the Forum by developers through a ‘Call for Sites’. These are 

Hornbrook Farm, Athelstan Way and Pelham & Waverley Court Garages  

 The sites which the Forum wishes to consider within the plan as potential development 

sites.  

3.3. Twenty seven sites were assessed for their development potential, including physical and 

environmental constraints, planning policy and ownership / likelihood of the site being 

available for development. The assessment concluded that of the 27 sites assessed, twenty 

five of them could be included in the Plan subject to further assessment work.  

3.4. In April 2017, the Forum took the decision not to include site allocations in the Neighbourhood 

Plan as this process would instead be led by HDC in their emerging Local Plan.  

3.5. The sites identified in the AECOM report were described therefore as ‘aspirational sites’ in 

accordance with Locality’s Site Assessment for Neighbourhood Plans Guidance states: 

“Where you cannot demonstrate that a site is deliverable, for example it may be in a good 

location but there is no evidence that it could become available, your plan can identify 

‘aspirations’ for sites you would like to see developed, and set out principles for each site 

linked to plan policies.” 

“In order to demonstrate that there is a good prospect the site will be delivered, there should 

be evidence that it is suitable, available and economically viable.” 

3.6.  The detailed site assessments and conclusions are set out in the Horsham Blueprint Site 

Assessment Final report7, and those which have not since been developed are included within 

the Neighbourhood Plan, along with a further site that has since been identified. 

3.7. A similar programme was carried out to identify possible sites for Green Space designation. An 

audit and review of 77 possible sites for Green Space designation was undertaken and this list 

was later refined to become the list of 24 sites proposed in the final Submission Version of the 

                                                 
7 http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Horsham-Blueprint-Site-Assessment-Final-Report.pdf  

http://www.horshamblueprint.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Horsham-Blueprint-Site-Assessment-Final-Report.pdf
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Plan. The Review document was amended following on from the Regulation 14 consultation 

to reflect comments that would add greater detail to the report. 

  



Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultation Statement  

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum   24 
 

4 STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND HABITATS 

REGULATION ASSESSMENT 

Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 

4.1 The Plan and the process under which it was made conforms to the SEA Directive (EU 

2001/42/EC) and the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 

(the Regulations).   

4.2 Horsham District Council (HDC) is the lead authority for the Horsham Blueprint Business 

Neighbourhood Plan. It has issued a ‘standard’ screening for all neighbourhood plans within 

the district. This is included at Appendix F. It states that if a neighbourhood plan is allocating 

sites for development then it could have a significant environmental impact, therefore a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required.  

 

4.3 The Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate sites and it has been 

confirmed by HDC that an SEA is not required. Nevertheless, in January 2020, a Sustainability 

Statement was prepared to support the Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) Version of the 

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan. This was consulted on with the statutory 

bodies (the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England) to assist in the 

determination of whether or not the Neighbourhood Plan would have significant 

environmental effects in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  

4.4 Relevant representations were duly taken into account in the final version of the Sustainability 

Statement, which accompanies the Submission (Regulation 16) Version of the Neighbourhood 

Plan.  

 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)  

4.5 Under Directive 92/43/EEC, also known as the Habitats Directive6, it must be ascertained 

whether the draft Plan is likely to breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. Assessments under the regulations are 

known as Habitats Regulation Assessments ("HRA"). An appropriate assessment ("AA") is 

required only if the Plan is likely to have significant effects on a European protected species or 

site. To ascertain whether or not it is necessary to undertake an assessment, a screening process 

is followed.  

4.6 In January 2020, an HRA Screening Report prepared by the Blueprint Forum and was published 

for consultation with Horsham District Council and Natural England (the statutory body) at the 

Pre-Submission (Regulation 14) Stage. This considered that an HRA would not be required 

because the Plan is not likely to have significant impacts on European protected species or sites. 

In its representations to the Regulation 14 Consultation, Natural England did not raise any 

concerns about the findings of the HRA Screening Report.  

4.7 The Screening Report, including the response from the statutory body, has been submitted at 

Regulation 16 stage as part of the evidence base for the Plan.  
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5 CONCLUSION 

5.1. The Blueprint Forum has undertaken a very thorough engagement programme in order to develop 

its Neighbourhood Plan. It has set out a comprehensive vision and objectives.  In developing the 

policies to achieve the vision and objectives, the Forum has actively engaged with a wide range of 

stakeholders and the Plan has evolved accordingly.  

5.2. Feedback from Horsham District Council and from the Regulation 14 consultations has enabled 

the Plan to be shaped into its final version, to submit to the District Council. 

5.3. This report fulfils the requirements for the Consultation Statement, set out in Regulation 15(2) of 

the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 

5.4. Gratitude is extended to everybody who has contributed to the Plan’s development, either as a 

valued member of the Forum, Steering Committee and Working Groups as well as those who have 

taken the time to contribute their views and opinions. This has been invaluable in helping to shape 

the scope and content of the Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan. 
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APPENDIX A – Timeline of engagement and consultation activity 
 
The table below provides a summary of significant events and milestones that have taken place during the development of the Horsham Blueprint 
Business Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

Date Activity 

2013 

October Launch of Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan  

2014 

January Exhibition in Swan Walk – to introduce the project and gauge support 

Exhibition in Horsham Market -  to introduce the project and gauge support 

Open Meeting, Park Barn – an introduction to Neighbourhood Planning and to sign people up to the emerging 
Forum 

March  Inaugural General Meeting  

April Engagement Strategy developed 

June Application to Designate the Area and Forum submitted to HDC 

Drop in at Bennetts Field 
Meeting with Baptist Church to explore their involvement in the Think Family and Bennetts Field projects 

Joint event with Baptist Church, held at the Scout Hall, to take forward Think Family and Bennetts Field 
projects. Opportunity to gain ideas about what the future of the area might look like. 

Cootes Farm Summer Fayre - opportunity to get people involved and share progress on the project 

July  Sparks in the Park - presence including a Wishing Tree to gather ideas 

Consultation begins on Area and Forum designation 

August Pilot Place check in Queen’s Street - to understand what people’s vision for the area were 

November Consultation on the Forum and Area Designation closes 

Meeting with HDC to discuss the designation. 

December 
 

Newsletter sent to members to update on the latest news on the designation  

Initial website developed for the Nwighbourhood Plan 

2015 

January Redesign Queen Street event planning with Minecraft and Tanbridge House School 

Meeting with HDC - to discuss designation and options available 
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February Meeting with Southwater PC to discuss progress on their NP 

March Newsletter to members 

Group to speak at Transition Horsham - Talk from the soapbox about the project 

Blockbusters/ Hack Horsham Minecraft project event 

May Bennett’s Field Family Fun Day – Blueprint presence including leaflets and a Treasure Hunt for children. 

June First AGM 

Schools engagement – June/July – QE2 school contacted and responses collated. Millais too close to summer 
to get involved 

Meeting with HDC to understand breadth of engagement required 

July Dedicated website addressed gained 

Sparks in the Park 

Older people – Ascot Care and Age UK Horsham contacted to discuss how to engage effectively with older 
people 

Horsham Town Community Partnership Riverside Walk 

September 
 

Workshop for Councillors and Community Groups - Slide presentation about the project and a chance to gain 
views 

Business - Presentation to Horsham Unlimited including presentation about potential BID and cycling forum 

Meeting about green spaces and urban green gym - Blueprint attending to see what role the NP might have. 

Visit to AgeUk to seek support to the Older Persons Working Group 

Steering Group meeting of the Digital Hub Project, which is being supported by the NF 

Meeting with local Member of Parliament, Jeremy Quin, about the role of the NCs and the emerging NP work 

Attendance at an RTPI meeting about Planning for Tech businesses – potential for follow up visit to Horsham 
to learn about the Digital Hub. 

October  Ride the Route cycle ride - Opportunity to speak to cyclists 

Marketing - Blueprint branded drink mats distributed to East Street and West Street cafes. 

All businesses written to about the Plan. Letters hand-delivered to retailers. 

Stand at Age UK’s ‘Older Persons Day’ 

Digital Hub Business Breakfast 

Meeting about green spaces and urban green gym 

Meeting with Denne and Trafalgar NCs to update on progress and meet with Councillors who had been unable 
to attend the Workshop. 

Articles in the West Sussex County Times and District Post  

Meeting with Federation of Small Businesses 
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November Postcard campaign – 10,000 cards plus publicity distributed around the town 

December Meeting with AgeUK  

Neighbourhood Councils send out newsletters encouraging people to reply to the postcard campaign or by 
survey monkey (advertised on Twitter and FB) 

Business discussion with WKK Architects, who agreed to work with Blueprint. 

Community screen operational 

Newsletter issued by email, online and via twitter 

Stickyworld launched 

2016 

January  Neighbourhood Council update meeting 

Meeting with business group, Horsham Unlimited  

Library event for volunteers 

Neighbourhood Council newsletter sent out  

Ageing Population - Meeting with HDC Health and Well-being Team 
To discuss Age Friendly Town concept 

Advice sought from Development and conservation group about Call for sites advert 

Business contact list created  

February Place check for Forest NC to identify problem areas and opportunities 

Forum offered use of a shop on Swan Walk and Swan Mosaic over weekend of 8 April 

PR – regular slot in the WSCT taken 

Website – progressing and linked to Twitter, soon to link to Stickyworld 

March Article in West Sussex County Times including editorial column. 

Meeting with Churches Together 

Drop in for businesses at The Anchor Hotel; newsletter issued by email and by paper 

Schools – Millais School sent out letter to all parents. 
Horsham Nursery School engaged. 
All schools sent fliers for Imagine Horsham Competition – St Mary’s school emailed on to parents. 
Brownie and scout packs contacted. 

Neighbourhood Council newsletters sent out 

Meeting with HDC to discuss integration of Blueprint NP and Horsham Vision 
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April Site assessments – group meet AECOM to discuss Technical Report  

Regular meeting with HDC 

Imagine Horsham Event 
Visitors asked for email addresses so they can be sent the survey 
Very successful, lots of feedback 

Website fully live 

Sites – meeting with landowner referred by HDC to consider their site 

Comptons Lane Placecheck 

May Representative from Gatwick Diamond attends Forum meeting 
Meeting with HDC about the draft Blueprint business survey 
Work on Digital Hub progressing 

June Business – Town Vision Workshop hosted by HDC 
Blueprint’s Marketplace of Ideas circulated and received favourable feedback 

Survey – draft produced on Surveymonkey 

Pop-up park scheduled to coincide with Queen’s 90th Birthday  

AGM – newsletter sent out to advertise plus in the newspaper 

Interim Report started – full colour version and printer friendly 

July Sparks in the Park - presence 

Meeting between HDC and HS re conservation areas 

Meeting with Digital Hub and Economic Dev team 

Attendance at business Exel Networking Group in support of Digital Hub and Hack Horsham. 

August 
 

AECOM site assessment report published 

Survey – published on website; newsletters distributed. 

Interim Report – published and available to read on the website 

Meeting with HDC – progress update. 

September Locality Technical Support for Heritage and Character Assessment requested. 

October Dialogue with Friends of Chesworth Farm 

Stall at AgeUK event for International Older People’s Day 

November Press release issued to update on survey work and reported in two newspaper. Survey results are complete 
and on website 

December Meeting with HDC to discuss progress 

Heritage and Character Assessment underway; Design Brief prepared by the Horsham Society 
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Report prepared on the twittens in Horsham 

Meeting with Jeremy Quinn MP 

2017 

January Horsham Society Design Brief draft completed and ready for comments 

February SG discussed merits in allocating sites and agreed not to allocate – 27 February 2017 followed up by letter to 
HDC confirming this 

March Horsham Cycling Forum contacted for assistance in developing policies related to cycling  

HTCP invited NCs (but not Blueprint0 to discuss the visitor economy 

May Meeting with North Horsham Parish Council and discussion about emerging plans – consideration given again 
to merging, but decided against 

Saturday Morning Workshop on completing policy templates with the Working Groups 

June Website – agreed to publish proposed policy templates setting out aims and objectives of the policies, for 
public consultation 

July 
 

HDC Policy development training day – focus on Heritage Policies, introduction to Yammer, policy writing, 
practical exercises. 

Article in Horsham Society Magazine to encourage residents to get involved with the Plan 

AGM 

Vision statement in draft prepared 

Meeting requested with HDC to express concern of lack of business engagement, not for want of trying – 
should the ‘business’ aspect of the forum be reconsidered? 

September Policies in development now at a pace 

Aecom Heritage/conservation areas report completed. 

Town Centre Vision meeting with HDC and Blueprint to provide feedback on the emerging Plan 

Horsham Society Design Brief now complete and looking at how to integrate into the NP 

October Meeting with HDC to discuss Forum and whether it should still be business oriented 

Meeting with Horsham Unlimited  

Contact made with the New Friends of Horsham Park 

November Interim Report Proposed Projects discussed as well as the potential draft policy list and Horsham Society 
Design Brief 

Blueprint submits comments to Horsham Town Vision process 

Discussing draft project list, draft policies list and draft policy evaluations. 

2018 

January Steering Committee discussing draft policies  

February Seeking consultants to help put together the Plan 

HDC suggest Forum should still be business 
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July Newsletter update issued 

July All currently proposed policies now written in draft 

September AGM 

2019 

May AGM – talked about work remaining. Progress slowed while engaging planning support 

October Initial draft of Neighbourhood Plan developed, based on all engagement to date and for discussion with the 
Steering Committee 

December Draft Plan agreed with Forum 

2020 

February to March Pre-Submission Version Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 consultation 

March  Presentation by the Forum to the Business Improvement District about the Plan and how to feed back views. 

May AGM  

June Submission Version Neighbourhood Plan submitted to HDC 
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APPENDIX B – Horsham Blueprint Interim Report 

The Horsham Blueprint Interim Report, 2016, constitutes a key piece of evidence for the 

Neighbourhood Plan and Consultation Statement. It is found in the separate Appendix B. 
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APPENDIX C – List of Consultees 

In addition to local residents, local businesses and owners of the proposed Local Green Spaces, 
the following consultees were written to: 
 

County and District Contacts Email addresses 

Horsham District Council 
neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk 

Norman.Kwan@horsham.gov.uk  

West Sussex County Council 
planning.policy@westsussex.gov.uk 

caroline.west@westsussex.gov.uk  

 
 

Parish Councils adjoining the neighbourhood area Email Address 

Colgate Parish Council clerk@colgatefaygate.com (Bev Clayden) 

Nuthurst Parish Council clerk@nuthurst-pc.co.uk (Sarah Hall) 

Southwater Parish Council clerk@southwater-pc.gov.uk  

Broadbridge Heath Parish Council clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk (Jo Ball) 

Warnham Parish Council clerk@warnham.org.uk (Ashley Brooks) 

North Horsham Parish Council parish.clerk@northhorsham-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

Other Organisations Email Address 

CCG contactus.coastal@nhs.net 

EDF Energy - Infrastructure Planning South john.park@edfenergy.com 

Environment Agency - Solet and South Downs planningssd@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Highways Agency info@highwaysengland.co.uk 

Historic England  LondonSeast@historicengland.org.uk 

Natural England  consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

Network Rail TownPlanningSE@networkrail.co.uk  

Scotia Gas Networks jane.crowley@scotiagasnetworks.co.uk 

Scottish & Southern Energy jon.tilley@scottish-southern.co.uk 

Southern Water planning.policy@southernwater.co.uk 

Sport England planning.south@sportengland.org 

Thames Water Property Services ThamesWaterPlanningPolicy@savills.com  

UK Power Networks  Luke.Hughes@UKPowerNetworks.co.uk 

mailto:neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:Norman.Kwan@horsham.gov.uk
mailto:planning.policy@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:caroline.west@westsussex.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@colgatefaygate.com
mailto:clerk@nuthurst-pc.co.uk
http://clerk@southwater-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@broadbridgeheath-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@warnham.org.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@northhorsham-pc.gov.uk
mailto:contactus.coastal@nhs.net
mailto:john.park@edfenergy.com
mailto:planningssd@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:TownPlanningSE@networkrail.co.uk
mailto:jane.crowley@scotiagasnetworks.co.uk
mailto:jon.tilley@scottish-southern.co.uk
mailto:planning.policy@southernwater.co.uk
mailto:planning.south@sportengland.org
mailto:ThamesWaterPlanningPolicy@savills.com
mailto:Luke.Hughes@UKPowerNetworks.co.uk


Horsham Business Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultation Statement 

34 
 

Other Organisations Email Address 

Vodafone and O2 EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk  

West Sussex Local Forum Access Forum wslaf@westsussex.gov.uk 

 

 

 

  

mailto:EMF.Enquiries@ctil.co.uk
mailto:wslaf@westsussex.gov.uk
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APPENDIX D – Copy of the correspondence sent to consultees 

 

         January 2020 

Dear Consultee 

 

HORSHAM BLUEPRINT BUSINESS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION (REGULATION 14) 

 

I am pleased to invite your views on proposals for a neighbourhood development plan for Horsham 

Blueprint and associated documents. 

 

This is a Pre-Submission Consultation in accordance with the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 

and Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2015 (as amended). 

 

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan and other documentation 

 

The following consultation documents may be found at the link below on the Horsham Blueprint 

website: 

 

- The Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan 

- Sustainability Statement 

- Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 

http://www.horshamblueprint.org/draft-plan/  

 

Consultation Responses 
 

Please submit your responses to the consultation using the online consultation form at:  

www.horshamblueprint.org/draft-plan/ 

 

The consultation period runs for six weeks from Monday 10th February to Tuesday 24th March 2020.  

 

Responses must be received by 11pm on 24th March 2020 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Cooke 

On behalf of Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Forum 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.horshamblueprint.org/
http://www.horshamblueprint.org/draft-plan/
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APPENDIX E 

See separate appended document for full list of comments received and response to these 

from the Forum. 
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APPENDIX F – Horsham District Council Standard SEA Screening Opinion 

 

 


